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COMING EVENTS 

 
29th of October 

• Early Dismissal 

• Last Day of Term 3 
 
16th of October 

• Term 4 Commences  
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GRANT HIGH SCHOOL  
ABSENTEE LINE 

For all absentees  
Phone 87263105 
Please leave your child's name, 
homegroup, your name and the rea-
son for the absence.  Thank you. 

R E S P E C T      

 
 

 
 

Term 3 has been another very busy term, with 

many outstanding achievements and initia-

tives taking place. I was fortunate enough to 

have my role as Principal extended for the 

remainder of this year, which I am continuing 

to thoroughly enjoy. I can also announce that 

with the support of our Governing Council, I 

will continue in this role for the whole of 2024, 

with the intention of it being advertised mid 

next year for a 5-year tenure. In saying that, I 

am about to embark on a previously planned 

overseas holiday for 9 weeks with my daugh-

ter. David Thompson will be stepping into the 

role of Principal in my absence and Amy 

Holmes will be the Kurra Community Leader. I 

will be back in Week 7 of Term 4, to finish the 

year off and finalise staffing for 2024. The trav-

el bug doesn’t stop with me, Paul Frost will 

also be taking leave for Term 4 to enjoy a fami-

ly holiday. 

Staffing for 2024 

We have been extremely busy running panels 

for various teaching and SSO positions for 

2024 and beyond. Below is an outline of the 

positions that have been confirmed for 2024.  

SSO’s: 

Social Worker – Chris Patzel 

Kurang Wellbeing Manager – Meg Malseed 

IT Manager – James Braddy 

 

 

 

 

Lab Manager – TBC  

SSO1 Classroom Support – TBC 

SSO2 Behaviour Support – TBC 

Teaching: 

Math/Science – Jacob Reeves 

English/HASS – Sarah Dent 

Math/HASS – Jasmine Boisvert 

Specialist Math – Kirsty Chalker 

Arts/Home Ec – Debby Mansell 

HPE/Outdoor Ed – Sallyanne Morgan 

Special Options – Lance Pedlow 

Math/Science – TBC  

Leadership: 

Principal – Caroline Wakefield 

Kurang Community Leader – Sarah McCarthy 

Kabir Community Leader – Jackie Poumako 

Marma Community Leader – TBC  

Triyn Community Leader – Laura Hunt 

Career Pathways and Development – Patrick 

Rudd 

English Coordinator – Shay Merrett 

HASS Coordinator – TBC  

HPE Coordinator – Ben Papps 

Mathematics Coordinator – Kelly Albanese 

Science Coordinator – Andrew McGregor 

SASSTA Coordinator – TBC 

 

 

 
  



 

  
   

PRINCIPAL’S ARTICLE 

R E S P E C T      T R U S T      C O M M I T M E N T  

EAST GAMBIER CRICKET CLUB 

Demountable Buildings 

Many of you will have noticed the building work that has 

commenced near the Home Ec buildings. The students certainly 

enjoyed watching the demolition of the old bike shed and bus 

shelter. In their place we will have four new classrooms for 

general teaching purposes in the form of two demountable 

buildings, which have been funding by the Department due to 

our growing enrolments. These are due to be delivered during 

the school holidays for a November completion. 

R & R Space 

Late in Term 1, Matt Kurzman and myself attended the Stronger 

Connections Conference, which focused on Trauma Informed 

Practices. As a result of the outstanding sessions at the 

conference, Matt and I organised site visits with two schools 

who are leading the way in Trauma Informed Practices. Based 

on the information gained, we had a number of ideas that we 

would like to implement here at Grant High School, starting 

with the implementation on a co-regulation room.  

This term has seen the implementation of the Reset and Return 

(R&R) space, a non-punitive space to help students manage 

their Zones (feelings/energy/states of alertness). This space has 

been set up in CO3 and is currently staffed by three SSO2’s, 

Kylie Schultz, Helyn Young and Judith Praolini. Only one of them 

are in the room at any given time, but their role is to support 

students with regulating their emotions so they can successfully 

return to the classroom ready to learn. 

 

Any student is eligible to access the R & R Space and may do so 

during lesson time only. Staff are encouraged to 

gently recommend the use of the R & R Space for students who 

appear unregulated or are not in the learning zone. Students 

may also self-refer to the R & R Space if they are feeling the 

need to access support. The R&R room is being utilised 

successfully. Feedback from staff and students has been 

positive and we are seeing some of our most at-risk students 

developing beneficial strategies to regulate so they can be more 

engaged with their learning. 

Knockout Sport 

This term we have participated in numerous local rounds of 

Knockout Sports. Our Year 9/10 Girls Netball team were 

fortunate enough to win the local round and advance to the 

finals in Adelaide. With the support of Amelia Redman and 

parent volunteer, Melissa Russell, the team played a stellar 

competition, earing the title of State Runner-Up’s, a fantastic 

achievement they should be very proud of. Congratulations to 

Penny Coleman, Gracie Dalton, Georgia Gentile, Eadie Mustart, 

Chloe Peacock, Shayden Russell, Imogen McGregor and Macy 

Pearson on their outstanding efforts. 

Early next term our Year 9/10 Boys and Girls Basketball Teams 

will be advancing to Adelaide for the state Knockout final, again 

supported by Melissa Russell. I would like to personally thank 

Melissa for her time and expertise.  

As I previously mentioned Term 3 has been another very busy 

term. I would like to acknowledge and thank everyone for their 

dedication and support for the term and wish all staff, students 

and families a safe and relaxing holiday. 

 

Caroline Wakefield 

Principal 

EARLY DISMISSAL 



 

   
  

R E S P E C T      T R U S T      C O M M I T M E N T  

2024 SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Congratulations to the outstanding individuals who 
have been chosen as the 2024 school captains: Tani-
sha McNair, Ella Matheson, Milla Prowse, and Zoey 
Norman! Your dedication, leadership, and commit-
ment to our school community have not gone unno-
ticed. We have no doubt that under your guidance, 
our school will flourish. Best wishes for a successful 
and transformative year ahead!  

OCTOBER HOLIDAYS REVISION SESSIONS 



 

  
   

R E S P E C T      T R U S T      C O M M I T M E N T  

SCHOOL SPORT—9/10 KO BASKETBALL 

Congratulations  to both year 9/10 boys’ and girls’ basketball team on making it through to the finals in Adelaide in ear-
ly term 4. Both teams showed great teamwork and communication throughout the day. The boys managed to go 
through undefeated. The girls grouped together after a 1-point loss in their first game to win the final against Mount 
Gambier High School in a convincing manner. We wish them the best for the finals.  
 
Written By Ben Papps, 
Outdoor Ed & PE Teacher. 

9/10 KO NETBALL 

Congratulations to our 9/10 KO Netball Team for becoming State Runner-Up Champions! They topped their pool 
in the minor rounds with wins against Loreto College, Nuriootpa High School, and Kadina High School. The Grand 
Final against St. Francis De Sales College was intense, and despite a power outage, our girls showed strong de-
fense and teamwork. St. Francis eventually secured an 8-goal win, but our girls should be proud of their dedica-
tion and conduct. Special thanks to parent volunteer Melissa Russell for her support.  



 

   
  

R E S P E C T      T R U S T      C O M M I T M E N T  

SCIENCE AND ENGENEERING CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 16th August the annual Science and Engineering Challenge was hosted by Newcastle University at Wulanda Recre-
ation Centre. Seven schools, including Grant High School, were invited to participate in a variety of activities encouraging out-of-
the-box thinking around the topic of STEM. Students constructed bridges from popsicle sticks to withstand over ten times their 
weight, designed towers that could remain intact in an earthquake simulator while carrying weight, and built suspension systems 
for miniature Mars Rover prototypes. The competition saw frustration, exhilaration, and fierce competitiveness, and after a nail-
biting reveal of placings, Grant High School was announced the Regional Champion School, topping the six other schools from the 
region. Grant finished second in the state overall, missing out on the chance to compete in the national competition by a mere 71 
points. Despite the close defeat, the team celebrated with icecreams purchased by Mr McGregor afterward.  

 

Written by Asiah Earl-Yeates 

Science and Engineering Challenge Participant. 

 

SA ROAD TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION—HEAVY VEHICLE SIMULATOR 

Many Grant High School and Independent Learning Centre students experienced 
an introduction to truck driving last week thanks to the South Australian Road 
Transport Association's Heavy Vehicle Simulator. All students thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience, with most considering a pathway into the automotive, agricultur-
al or forestry industries. 
 
With thanks to Corey and Murray from the South Australian Road Transport As-
sociation, Wendy Fennell from Fennell Forestry, and Josh Praolini from Green 
Triangle Forestry Industries for bringing this opportunity to our school. 
 
Written by 
Kelly Albanese 



 

  
   

STAGE 1 CANOE CAMP 

In week 8, one of our Stage 1 Outdoor Ed classes travelled to the Glenelg River where they participated in a 3-day canoe camp. 
  
The weather conditions were perfect, and students loved taking part in canoeing with a total distance of 35km travelled over the 3-
day experience. It was great to see the students work together and develop their skills and knowledge of the outdoors, including cook-
ing on a trangia and minimal impact strategies.  
 
Thanks to Paestan Canoe Hire for allowing the camp to be successful. 
Thanks also to Mrs Merrett, Mr Gibbs and Shelby for their assistance. 
 
Written By Shay Merrett 
Outdoor Ed Teacher 
 

UNISA MOD EXPERIENCE 



 

   
  

MOUNT GAMBIER SHOW 2023 

R E S P E C T      T R U S T      C O M M I T M E N T  



 

  
   

MOUNT GAMBIER A&H SOCIETY FORM 



 

   
  

2024 BENDIGO BANK SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
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2024 BENDIGO BANK SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 


